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A Richly Illustrated 
Compendium of Filipino 
Architecture

Un compendio 
espléndidamente ilustrado 
de la arquitectura filipina

Um compêndio ricamente 
ilustrado da arquitetura 
filipina

Gerard Rey Lico

How to go about introducing Filipino 
architecture, with all its complexities, 
within the confines of a single volume? 
Rino D.A. Fernandez’s book achieves 
this by surveying the major architecture 
of the Philippines spanning the breadth 
of the country’s territory and history, 
with freehand drawings, the cornerstone 
of any work on architecture, as its 
medium of visual expression.

The choice of mainly preferring 
illustrations to photography also allows 
Fernandez to offer a very particular 
perspective. Each drawing appears 
well researched, finely showcasing 
these historic structures, highlighting 
architectural details and also imparting a 
sense of timelessness, bridging past and 
present.

Seeing Through Drawing

Ver a través del dibujo

Ver através do desenho

Richard Economakis

In this richly illustrated book, architect 
and educator Michael Imber invites 
us to consider the artwork that has 
accompanied the representation of 
buildings since the Renaissance, when 
architecture emerged as a distinct 
craft. The book showcases Imber’s own 
drawings and art, but it is less a catalog or 
monograph than a profound reflection 
on ways of seeing and understanding 
buildings and their context. 

The first of the book’s three sections 
deals with the art of seeing through 
drawing, with illustrations by such 
artist-architects as Cass Gilbert, H.H. 
Richardson, or Julian Abele, including 
work by some of Imber’s own students 
at Yale University. In the opening 
chapter, Imber notes that “the process 
of representational design has been used 
for generations, [but] is now quickly 
giving way to computer simulation.” 
Yet “in the traditional process of 
drawing, observation forms ideas and 
stimulates the imagination. Imagination 
creates a concept to be teased out on 
paper, manipulated, layered, minute 

adjustments after minute adjustment. 
Sometimes accidental lines become 
part of the design, or a simple scribble 
carries the eye of a composition, form, 
or details. These nuances are further 
congealed into aesthetic solutions 
that become the architect’s vision of a 
building or structure.” 

In a chapter titled “The Artist’s Hand”, 
Imber provides an account of the 
journey by which he came to realize 
the importance of drawing. He then 
traces the paths of a number of notable 
American architects such as Lionel Pries, 
John H. Kell, Robert Swain Peabody, 
and Samuel V. Chamberlain. In a chapter 
entitled “The Architect Abroad”, Imber 
discusses the importance of travel in an 
architect’s education. 

In the second section, we follow 
Imber’s journey through a series of his 
watercolors. He discusses the process 
leading to the realization of building 
designs, from the moment of conception 
to construction, with sketches of his 
visions and designs using a variety of 
techniques: pencil, charcoal, watercolor, 
gouache. In a chapter titled “Drawing in 
Practice”, he asserts the importance of 
drawing in every stage of the realization 
of a building. In his last section, Imber 
takes us back to nature with watercolors 
painted in Maine. He argues that the 
ability to travel and to “recharge” by 
“observing and learning the concepts of 
beauty from nature” will condition an 
architect’s creative growth.
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The contents are thoughtfully arranged 
according to the eras of Filipino history 
and subdivided by the main factors 
influencing architecture. From tribal 
societies’ relationship to the landscape 
through to the edifices of faith erected 
by religious communities, the advent of 
foreign styles, and the works of notable 
Filipino creators of the last century, the 
book paints a comprehensive picture of 
an architectural evolution.

This approach of categorizing Filipino 
architecture gives the work a dictionary-
like feel. Its listing of buildings by 
categories of heritage structure shows 
how innovation is reflected on from one 
building to the next.

Accompanying the works of architecture 
are comprehensive details of their 
significance and context. Fernandez 
explores the associated history and 
circumstances, the personalities 
involved, and each structure’s journey 
through time. This division of his 
narrative allows the reader to absorb a 
wealth of information without feeling 
overwhelmed.

From cave dwellings to growing 
metropolises, Fernandez’s book weaves a 
tapestry of architectural evolution in the 
Philippines, with illustrations expressing 
the transformation of buildings over 
time and narratives reflecting the 
underlying cultural, social, and political 
changes, showing how a nation’s identity 
and development is mirrored in its 
architecture.

 

Rino D.A. Fernandez, Kristina M.A. 
Banzon
An Illustrated Introduction to Filipino 
Architecture
University of Santo Tomas Publishing 
House, 2023

Architecture Recovered

La arquitectura 
recuperada

A arquitetura recuperada

David Rivera

Podríamos describir superficialmente 
Los laberintos del aire como un libro sobre 
la arquitectura renacentista, pero con 
ello no lograríamos dar una idea cabal 
de la originalidad de su planteamiento. 
Quien se acerque ociosamente a esta 
obra quedará desconcertado al echar un 
rápido vistazo y descubrir un conjunto 
de ilustraciones que parecen sacadas más 
bien de un tratado de ocultismo; pero 
quien decida adentrarse en su lectura 
se verá abocado a un viaje que no sólo 
le llevará directamente a la mente de los 
arquitectos del Renacimiento, sino que 
le confrontará también con las ideas de 
los autores de la Antigüedad y la Edad 
Media, de las que proceden en última 
instancia muchos de los conceptos y 
convenciones que aplicarán más tarde 
los renacentistas.

Así, junto al análisis de los recursos 
“ambientales” de la Villa Madama de 
Rafael o la Villa Capra de Palladio, 
el lector de este libro descubrirá el 
importante papel que juegan en esta 
historia otros personajes más vetustos 

aún como el intrigante Aviario de Varrón 
o la Torre de los Vientos de Atenas, que 
solemos recordar como obras plásticas 
memorables, o como modelo de orden 
clásico, pero que también son, y quizás 
en mayor medida, fascinantes artefactos 
teoréticos.

Eduardo Prieto nos ha acostumbrado 
a esperar de él una gran capacidad 
conceptual, una erudición desarmante 
y una escritura elegante y clara que 
acaso sea hoy en día la más rara de las 
virtudes. Pero a diferencia de sus dos 
grandes obras anteriores, La ley del 
reloj y la Historia medioambiental de la 
arquitectura, Los laberintos del aire es 
de principio a fin un atrevido libro de 
historia cultural, un desafío a varios 
niveles que sin duda hubiera atraído a 
Carl Jung y al que sería difícil encontrar 
un parangón en el panorama editorial 
del presente.

 

Eduardo Prieto
Los laberintos del aire: Vientos, miasmas 
y arquitectura en el Renacimiento
Ediciones Asimétricas, 2023


